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PREPAF.ATION» 

For  preparation  in  the  study  of  this  problem  I  had  two 
long  discussions  with  J.  H.  Rehrr. ,  Sunerintendent  of  Transporta- 
tion of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Agriculture  viho  v/as  in  charge 
of  the  luechanic  Arts  Building  at  the  fair  at  Springfield  last 
fall.       He  was  much  interested  in  my  projected  work  and  gave  m.e 
some  very  valuable  inf ormiat ion.       Through  hin  I  obtained  a  plan 
of  the  Springfield  Fair  Grounds  and  from,  this,  his  advice,  and 
my  own  observations  on  the. ground  last  fall,  I  was  able  to  judge 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  areas  in  supplj^ing  the  needs  of  the  ex- 
hibitors.  ij 

I  could  see  in  tine  arrangem.ent  of  the  parts  of  this 
plan  a  lack  of  unity,  difficulties  of  administration,  and  insuf- 
ficient accomodation.      These  faults  I  have  endeavored  to  rem^edy 
in  an  ideal  scherie . 

'I 

SITE. 

The  site  I  have  chosen  is  a  piece  of  flat  valley  land, 
drained  by  a  sm.all  river  winding  around  a  low  promiontory,  a  bit 
of  topography  com.monly  found  in  all  states,  •  ' 

PLAN.  il 

The  nucleus  of  the  plan  is  three  intersecting  courts 
in  the  form  of  a  double  cross.       The  courts  being  formed  by 
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"buildings  and  wooded  areas.       The  four  large  halls  forir.irg  the 
sides  of  the  main  court  are  separated  fron  all  other  structures 
by  a  stream  forty  feet  wide,  and  from  each  other  "by  a  space  of 
three  hundred  feet.      The  natural  stream  thus  tapped  and  taken 
through  the  grounds  affords  protection  from  fire  as  well  as  add- 
ed beauty  to  the  scheme.       The  whole  group  of  buildings  is 
bounded  on  one  side  by  the  race  track  and  on  the  other  by  the 
stock  sheds. 

BUILDINGS. 

The  following  buildings  were  deeried  necessary :- 

1  An  administration  building  for  the  offices  of  the  executives 
of  all  departments.      This  edifice  also  forms  a  monumental  en- 
trance and  has  an  observation  tower. 

2  An  arena  for  judging  stock. 

3  A  grand  stand.       The  space  beneath  the  seating  of  the  two  lat- 
ter buildings  being  used  for  concessions. 

4  A  transportation  building. 

5  A  machinery  hall. 

6  A  building  for  varied  industries. 

7  A  liberal  arts  building. 

The  four  buildings  last  enum.erated  are  alike  in  plan 
being  simply  three  aisled  galleried  structures,  differing  from 
the  usual  type  of  exposition  buildings  inasm.uch  as  the  wall  side 
of  the  gallej'y  is  uaed  for  passage  instead  of  the  inside.  Ther 
are  three  advantages  in  this",  first,  the  tourist  is  unable  to 
see  the  unsightly  tops  of  the  pavillions  on  the  main  floor, 


/ 


second,  the  exhibits  in  the  gallery  hav^-  the  light  directly  in 
front  of  them  instead  of  behind,  third,  the  exhibits  in  the  gal- 
lery may  be  seen  from  the  center  aisle  of  the  main  floor. 

8  A  building  for  the  comifort  of  the  public  containing  church  din- 
ing room.s,  broad  verandas,  toilet  rooms,  and  dorm.itories  for 

police  and  bands.  | 

I 

9  A  womans  building  containing  a  lecture  hall  for  demonstrations 
in  household  science,  a  dormitoi-y  for  young  vrorien  who  study 
here,  and  a  creche.       This  building  is  of  a  cloister  type  sur- 
rounding a  long  court  which  affords  a  play  ground  for  children 
and  seclusion,  with  the  open  air,  to  the  young  v/om.en. 

10  A  hall  for  the  exhibition  of  pure  fooods. 

11  A.n  agriculture  building  for  exhibiting  the  products  of  the 
dairy,  forestry,  and  horticulture. 

12  An  agriculture  building  for  the  exhibition  of  farmi,  garden, 
and  orchard  products. 

13  A  gallery  of  paintings, 

14  A  gallery  of  sculpture. 

15  A  house  for  the  fire  department. 

16  Stock  sheds,  race  sheds,  feed  barns  and  their  accessories. 

These  are  the  buildings  found  necessary  to  make  a  com-- 
plete  state  fair  grounds. 

DESIGI^  OF  BUILDINGS. 

There  is  as  a  basis  on  v;hich  to  start  the  design,  a 
given  floor  area  to  cover  with  a  roof.      The  spacing  of  the  roof 
trusses  determines  the  position  of  piers  which  support  them.. 


Then  to  close  the  building  the  intervening  spaces  are  filled  v/ith 
stair  towers,  glass,  or  netal  concrete.  \ 

SOURCES  OF  DECORATION. 

Constructive  features  must  of  necessity  be  the  chief 
source  of  interest  in  buildings  of  this  type  because  of  the  ex- 
pense and  the  large  area  which  must  be  covered .      Hence  the  ab- 
sence of  any  applied  ornament  save  the  flag  staff  an'-''  bunting 
which  is  appropriate  in  this  case.      The  only  source  of  variety 
is  in  a  change  from  flat  v/all  surface  to  interesting  arrangem.ents 
of  openings,  piers  with  heavy  offsets  giving  attractive  shadov/s . 
These  things  com.bined  with  a  variety  of  m.aterial  and  color  are 
the  only  sources  of  decoration.  ^ 

GENERAL. 

The  objects  sought  for  in  this  design  were  unity,  con- 
venience of  adm.inistrat  ion  ,  and  ample  accom.m.odation .  These 
ends  have  been  gained  to  a  certain  extent  but  in  this  as  in  all 
other  problem.s  in  architectural  design  a  longer  study  will  al- 
ways produce  better  results.  cJ~kcA. 
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